
Hobby Horse Freestyle Competition 
Hosted by Changing Rein EAAT 
 
ABOUT 
 
You’re invited to enter Changing Rein’s Hobby Horse Freestyle Competition! This is intended to 
be a competition of creativity and enjoyment as well as skill, and as such we have tried to make 
it as accessible as possible. Entries can be recorded in living rooms, at local parks, in your 
yard--anywhere that is safe to run in. 
 
Each participant will put together a routine to any family-appropriate music according to the 
guidelines in the REQUIREMENTS section. 
 
You may direct any inquiries and clarifications to https://www.changingrein.org/competition or 
CREntries@gmail.com. The website page contains a sample entry and will be regularly updated 
with clarifications if necessary. 
 
Entries are open starting July 1, 2020, and will close on July 31, 2020. 
 
ENTRY FEES AND PRIZES 
 
There are three entry levels: Extra Youth Level, Youth Level, and Adult Level. Each level for this 
competition has the same requirements, however, they will be judged with an understanding of 
the limitations of each age group. 
 
Participants may enter on multiple “horses” with multiple routines. An entry fee must be paid for 
each submission. 
 
Extra Youth (0-9) Youth (10-17) Adult (18+) 
Minimum Entry: $5+* Minimum Entry: $10+* Minimum Entry: $10+* 
1st Prize: $15 1st Prize: $30 1st Prize: $30 
2nd Prize: $7 2nd Prize: $15 2nd Prize: $15 
3rd Prize: $3 3rd Prize: $5 3rd Prize: $5 
 
If less than 10 entries in a level, prizes shall be 30%, 15%, and 5% of the entry fee pool. 
 
*Participants may donate a larger entry fee if desired--we appreciate your kindness! The 
amount paid to enter will NOT affect scoring. 
 
 
 

https://www.changingrein.org/competition
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HOW TO FILM YOUR ENTRY 
 
Find an area large enough to run in. Remove all distractions from the filming area. 
 
Have the videographer hold up a cell phone displaying the date and time to the camera. 
 
State your name, age, and height (so we have a sense of scale), speaking clearly into the 
camera. Also introduce your horse’s name and the name of the song you will be performing to. 
 
Proceed to play the music and perform your routine. Be sure to include each movement in the 
order listed on the scoring sheet. Movements can be made as big/long or short/small as the 
participant desires, so long as they fulfil the movement’s minimum requirement as outlined. The 
maximum time allowed is 2 minutes. 
 
The videographer may do a walk around so that the judges can better see the horse and rider. 
 
Upload the video to YouTube and send a link to the video to CREntries@gmail.com, along with 
the participant’s Name and Phone Number/Email. Entries will only be scored if there is a 
matching entry fee paid via PayPal or Cash. 
 
REQUIRED MOVEMENTS 
 
Medium Walk (20ft min): an energetic but calm walk, with even, slightly lengthened steps 

180deg Turn on Haunches: a turn in place so that the participant is facing the opposite 

direction as when they began the turn 

Working Trot (20ft min): analogous to a human’s average jog, taking even steps without 

elongation or shortening of the natural stride 

Circle Left: a circle, between 5-20 meters in diameter, to the left. It must be round and even. 

Circle Right: a circle, between 5-20 meters in diameter, to the right. It must be round and even. 

Collected Trot (20ft min): an energetic jog with very short (but rhythmic and even) strides 

Canter Right Lead: analogous to what humans learned as a “gallop”; the right foot leads and 

the left foot is brought forward in line with the leading foot without stepping beyond it. 

Simple Lead Change to Left: taking a single trot step, the leading foot is switched from right to 

left. This should be accompanied by a change of direction. 

Simple Lead Change to Right: taking a single trot step, the leading foot is switched from left to 

right. This should be accompanied by a change of direction. 

Halt: Come to a balanced stop in front of the camera 
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EQUIPMENT NECESSARY 
- A stick 
- Clothes 
- A space large enough to run in 
- A video camera/cell phone 

 
In all movements, we are looking for rhythmic gaits and harmony between horse and rider, as 
well as accuracy 

1-2 pts: disharmonious and/or incorrect 
3-4 pts: horse and rider may be disjointed, or movement incorrectly executed 
5-6 pts: horse and rider are together, movement is correctly executed 
7-8 pts: horse and rider are very together, movement is well executed 
9-10 pts: horse and rider move as one, movement is perfectly executed 

 
For choreography, we are looking for an interesting interpretation of the chosen music via the 
prescribed movements 

1-4 pts: not all movements were attempted 
5-8 pts: there is some correlation between movements and music 
9-12 pts: performance goes with music, but choreography may be lackluster 
13-16 pts: performance goes with music and choreography is interesting 
17-20 pts: performance flows with music and choreography is interesting and unique 

 
For “horse,” we are looking for a creatively and perhaps thematically decorated horse 

1-4 pts: Horse is present 
5-8 pts: Horse has discernible face 
9-12 pts: An effort was made to present horse as “show ready” 
13-16 pts: Horse is fairly “show ready”; horse is well decorated 
17-20 pts: Horse is “show ready” and is excellently decorated 

 
For “rider,” we are looking for fun and creative attire 

1-4 pts: Attire is appropriate to the task at hand 
5-8 pts: An effort was made to dress “show ready” 
9-12 pts: An effort was made to dress “show ready”; outfit is creative 
13-16 pts: Attire is fairly “show ready”; outfit is creative and well executed 
17-20 pts: Attire is “show ready”; outfit is creative and excellently executed 

 
For “overall,” we are looking for good effort and that the participant had some fun 

1-8 pts: Performance and appearance is plain 
9-16 pts: Performance and appearance show some extra effort 
17-24 pts: Performance and appearance show creativity and effort 
15-32 pts: Participant appears to be enjoying themselves and there is appreciable style  

in the performance and attire 
33-40 pts: There is an overall flair to the performance and attire--enjoyment is visible! 



MOVEMENTS 

Criteria Comments Points 

Medium Walk 
(20ft min) 

  
___/10 

180deg Turn 
on Haunches 

  
___/10 

Working Trot 
(20ft min) 

  
___/10 

Circle Left   
___/10 

Circle Right   
___/10 

Collected Trot 
(20 ft min) 

  
___/10 

Canter   
___/10 

Simple Lead 
Change to Left 

  
___/10 

Simple Lead 
Change Right 

  
___/10 

Halt   
___/10 

Choreography 
 

  
___/20 

STYLE 

Horse   
___/20 

Rider Attire   
___/20 

Overall   
___/40 

GRAND TOTAL: ___/200 



 


